Postcardiovascular Surgery Findings of the Thoracic Aorta.
Various disease processes may affect the ascending thoracic aorta, aortic arch, and/or descending thoracic aorta, including aneurysms, dissections, intramural hematomas, penetrating atherosclerotic ulcers, and aortic transection/rupture. Many of those conditions require surgical intervention for repair. Multiple open and endovascular techniques are used for treatment of thoracic aortic pathology. It is imperative that the cardiothoracic radiologist have a thorough knowledge of the surgical techniques available, the expected postoperative imaging findings, and the complications that may occur to accurately diagnose life-threatening pathology when present, and avoid common pitfalls of misinterpreting normal postoperative findings as pathologic conditions.